
Ms. Lori Spanbauer   
Theology III  
Fall 2018/Spring 2019 
Room 205 
(402) 571-2618, ext. 6226 
spanbauerl@omahamarian.org 
Available blocks D & G and before and after school by appointment 
Most homework assignments and class documents available on eBackpack 

iPad Apps:  Laudate 
  Just 1 Word (Full off-line Catholic Bible) 
  eBackpack 
  A QR Code reader 

Course Description: 
This course consists of two major areas of study. First semester, we will study Sacraments. The purpose 
of this course is to help students understand that they can encounter Christ today in a full and real way 
in and through the sacraments, and especially through the Eucharist. Students will examine each of the 
sacraments in detail so as to learn how they may encounter Christ throughout life. 

The second semester course is entitled Life in Jesus Christ. The purpose of this course is to help students 
understand that it is only through Christ that they can fully live out God’s plans for their lives. Students 
are to learn the moral concepts and precepts that govern the lives of Christ’s disciples. 
 
The Archdiocese of Omaha requires all Catholic High Schools to present material called, “The Circle of 
Grace.” This class will include such material and discussions. The material can be sensitive and explicit. 

Required Materials: 
You will need:  
• a composition book which will become your class journal 
• a folder in which to keep copies of notes 

Also, Ms. Spanbauer does not provide tissues in the room. If we run out during the year, she will ask you 
to please bring a box of tissue that can be kept on the shelves in the room. 

Attendance: 
If you will have a planned absence, please let me know as soon as you can. I will try provide you with the 
work that you will miss in advance and you will be expected to have it completed upon your return. If 
you are absent for an illness or an unanticipated family-related event, you will have time to turn your 
make-up work equal to the number of days you were absent. In the event of an absence on the day of 
an exam or on a day when a project is due, the exam/project due date will be decided between Ms. 
Spanbauer and the student. You will need to schedule a time with Ms. Spanbauer to make up an exam. 
Ms. Spanbauer reserves the right to assign a student a 0 for an assignment or exam that has not been 
completed in a reasonable amount of time. The absence policy in the Parent/Student handbook will be 
used in this classroom. The policy is listed in Section 6.3 of the handbook.  
 
Participation: 
A significant part of your grade will be class participation. This means that you will receive a 



participation grade each week. Your Participation grade will be lowered for:  
• not regularly participating and contributing your opinion and answering questions 
• not having the materials for class  
• not cooperating or being disruptive 
• sleeping in class  
• doing other class work (unless I give permission)   
• refusing to pay attention, or other like behaviors   
• not being prepared for class  
• not being prepared for prayer 
• inappropriate use of iPad 

If you are absent for half or more than half of the days in that week, you will not receive a grade for that 
week (it wouldn’t be a zero percent, it would be a zero out of zero points). 

Tardiness: 
You will receive one disciplinary point every other time you are tardy to class without a written pass 
from a teacher or administrator. 

Grading: 
You will be graded on the following:  
• Exams and Quizzes 
• Projects and Assignments 
• Papers  
• Prayer 
• Journal  
• Semester exams 
• Engaged listening and active participation* 
 *Engaged listening and active participation are essential to a successful classroom experience for     
 everyone. Your participation is both welcome and required. 

The grading scale from the Student/Parent Handbook will be used. 
A 94-100 
A- 93 
B+ 90-92 
B 87-89 
B- 85-86 
C+ 82-84 
C 79-81 
C- 77-78 
D+ 74-76 
D 71-73 
D- 70 
F 0-69 
 
 
 



Late Work: 
Failing to complete homework on time will result in the student attending the mandatory after school 
iBlock the day of or the next day that homework is missed. Ms. Spanbauer will inform you of your 
required iBlock OR you will be notified of iBlock via email. 

Late assignments will be accepted at the discretion of Mrs. Spanbauer. If you miss a deadline, speak with 
Mrs. Spanbauer to find out if the assignment will be accepted and to discuss a new due date. 

Communication: 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students who have 
a question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher. If you are unable to 
reach a consensus, the student should then involve her guidance counselor, who will assist in her self-
advocacy. If an issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parents and student will meet. If consensus is not 
achieved once the aforementioned communication steps have been taken, the parent(s) should contact 
the Principal. 
 
Academic Honesty: 
You are expected to do your own work unless you are given a group project. Anyone caught cheating or 
plagiarizing will receive a 0 and 6 disciplinary points. The teacher will also contact parents for follow up 
at home. Subsequent violations carry greater consequences. The consequences for violating the 
Academic Integrity policy are outlined in the handbook, Section 4.2.  

Classroom Expectations and Procedures: 
The cardinal rule in Theology class is showing one another kindness and respect. You are expected to 
listen attentively when a peer or the teacher is speaking. There should be no excessive side chatting or 
excess noise in the classroom except when working on a group project as this is disrespectful of your 
peers and the teacher! Students who are talking excessively will receive a verbal warning in class and 
repeated violations will result in points. This could also result in limited participation points for the 
week.  
 
After School Study Hall (iBlock): 
All students are expected to turn in their homework on the day and time it is due. Any student who does 
not turn in a homework assignment on time will be assigned an after-school study hall, by the teacher, 
on that same day to make up the assignment. 

• Study hall will meet every day, Monday through Friday, for 35 minutes after school. If the student is 
assigned, attendance is mandatory. Unexcused absences will result in disciplinary action as does any 
unexcused absence from class. 
• Teachers will use their discretion in cases where there is a legitimate reason for missing a homework 
assignment.  
• Missing a ride, athletic practice, or work responsibilities are not excuses to be absent from an after 
school study hall. The student should consider this ahead of time and face the consequences. 
• A student on work study must attend the study hall and make up their work study after the study hall 
period. 
• A student must do school work and remain for the full period. If the student has finished the missing 
assignment, during an earlier study hall, she must work on something else. 

 



Prayer: 
On Monday, Tuesday and Friday, students will lead the class in prayer. You will complete a prayer form 
and turn it in one day in advance of your prayer to ensure that you are prepared. Failure to submit the 
form one day in advance will result in iBlock assignment. The form will be available in the classroom and 
is also located on eBackpack. On Wednesday and Thursday, Ms. Spanbauer will facilitate a guided 
reflection, a highs and lows session or journal reflections and writing. 

Each prayer should follow the following format: 

1. CALLTO PRAYER   
Call the class to attention. Make sure the class is quiet and attentive before you begin. A common call to 
prayer could be: “Let us pray. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.” You may also ring 
a bell, use chimes, or any way that you desire, as long as it is reverent and respectful.  
  
2. THEME  
Your prayer must have a theme. The theme can be anything as long as it can be related to prayer and 
spirituality. All components of your prayer should relate to the theme.   
 
Please explain why you chose this theme. For example, is this something going on in your life, something 
you have been thinking/praying about, something the Marian community is dealing with, a national or 
global crisis or issue?   
 
3. PRAYEREXPRESSION  
This can be a meditation, song, poetry, dance, art, video, story, reading, etc. Songs and YouTube are 
okay if they are appropriate and faith related. If you have any doubts about the appropriateness of your 
expression, see Ms. Spanbauer in advance. Your expression should be reverent and clear. Creativity is 
welcome and encouraged!  
 
How is your expression related to your theme? 
 
4. SUMMARY 
Offer a spontaneous prayer that wraps it up or read a bible/other quote that summarizes the prayer. 
This should reflect your theme.     

5. PETITIONS  
Offer a prayer for someone or something that you want to pray for, like family, friends, school events, 
world events, etc. Invite the rest of the class to offer prayers. Give time for all who would like to speak 
up.  
 
6. CLOSING   
When petitions have ended, close with the “Glory Be,” The “Our Father,” “Hail Mary,” or other recited 
prayer.  

End with the sign of the cross. 
 
 
 



7. JOURNAL 
Offer the class a journal question to reflect on and journal about that relates to the theme of the prayer.  

Question: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

As a general rule of thumb, no prayer should be more than five minutes (excluding journaling), so plan 
accordingly! 

Restroom Use: 
You will be allowed to use the restroom before class. If you think you can go to the restroom and be 
back before the bell rings, go ahead and go. If you question whether or not you can return before the 
tardy bell rings, you MUST ask Ms. Spanbauer for permission before leaving to use the restroom. If you 
use the restroom without asking Ms. Spanbauer and this results in you being late to class, you will 
receive a tardy. No one may leave the room in the middle of class to use the restroom, so please do not 
ask (unless medically necessary and verified by a counselor).  

iPad Use: 
• Maintain an academic environment at all times. No games, no messaging, shopping, etc. 
• Keep the iPad on the desk, with the cover closed, at the start of every class. Do not open the 

iPad unless instructed by the teacher. 
• Ensure your iPad is fully charged at the start of the school day. 
• Sync your iPad regularly. 
• Keep the operating system and apps up to date. 
• Have the volume of your iPad muted unless otherwise requested by the teacher and use 

earphones when listening to personalized audio. 
• Turn off notifications for non-school apps. 
• Do not have iPads, Smart watches or fitness trackers out during tests or quizzes. Failure to 

remove those items will result in disciplinary action. 
• Have non-school apps closed during class. 
• “Sleep” the iPad when the teacher is addressing the class or group; this means the teacher 

knows that he or she has your attention. During this time, iPads should be closed. 
• Do not share passwords or passcodes with another person. 
• Do not use another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission. 
• Always seek permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, including 

your teachers; any changes made after the initial recording should also be approved by the 
people involved. 

• Follow all teacher directions regarding iPad use and digital citizenship. 
• Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points. 
• Do NOT download a VPN to your iPad. 


