
 
TEACHER NAME Mrs. Lisa Schmidt  
EMAIL lschmidt@omahamarian.org (preferred method of communication) 
PHONE 402-571-2618 x 6228 
ROOM NUMBER 119 
COURSE NAME & NUMBER 221 Advanced Algebra with Trigonometry 
COURSE DESCRIPTION This course builds on the material learned in Algebra I and Geometry. It 

covers real and complex numbers, solving and graphing equations and 
inequalities, various parent functions and their graphs, matrices, rational 
functions, polynomial graphs and functions, and trigonometry. Data 
analysis and symbolic representation will be emphasized, and graphing 
calculators will be used extensively.  There will also be an emphasis on 
connecting algebra to real-life applications. 

REQUIRED MATERIALS Textbook: Larson Algebra 2, 2011  
 Graphing Calculator: TI-84  
AVAILABILITY Before school from 7:25 – 7:45 
 After school from 3 – 3:25 
PLAN PERIODS Blocks A and H 
DAILY ASSIGNMENTS Assignments will be posted on eBackpack or the board in my classroom 
 
CLASSROOM EXPECATIONS 
ü BE ON TIME. Points may be issued if tardiness becomes a persistent problem.  If you need to use the 

restroom or get a drink, set your backpack at your seat and quickly do so before class begins. 
ü BE PREPARED.  Bring all needed materials, have homework completed, etc.  
ü BE ATTENTIVE, RESPECTFUL, AND COURTEOUS.   Respect your learning and the learning of those 

around you.  Listen to and learn from your peers.  Pay attention in class and follow posted iPad 
responsibilities. 

ü PARTICIPATE.   Ask questions!  Don't wait until the last minute if you don’t understand the material. 
ü USE YOUR RESOURCES.  If you need extra help, visit the tutoring room in the College Center, refer to 

hotmath.com, or make an appointment to see me before school. 
ü TAKE GOOD NOTES.  Be neat, work through all example problems, and write down questions you 

have.  Write questions next to any problems you don't understand in your homework. 
ü BE ORGANIZED.  Use your planners to stay organized and plan ahead for projects and tests. 
ü DO YOUR HOMEWORK!!!   The MOST important tip for success in this class:  

     DO YOUR HOMEWORK!    
 

ATTENDANCE POLICIES 
ü YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR AND REQUIRED TO MAKE UP ALL WORK COVERED IN YOUR ABSENCE. 

Make-up work should be done before you go (if possible) or within a time period equal to the absence. 
ü Make-up tests or quizzes should be done during a study hall or before/after school.  If these times will 

not work, make other arrangements with me as soon as possible. 
ü The absence policy, stated in Section 6.3 of the Parent/Student handbook, will be used in this 

classroom. After 10 absences in a semester, which are not school-related or administratively 
approved, your grade will be lowered by 3 percentage points. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS POLICY 
ü In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students who 

have a question or concern about this class or grade should first talk to Mrs. Schmidt.  If they are 
unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve her guidance counselor, who will assist 
in her self-advocacy.  If an issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and student will meet.   If 



 
consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps have been taken, the 
parent(s) should contact the Principal. 

 
GRADING 
You will be graded in a variety of areas including daily assignments, group and individual projects, 
quizzes, and tests.  Final grades are based on the percentages shown below.   
 
 TESTS/PROJECTS 40% 
 QUIZZES 30% 
 DAILY ASSIGNMENTS 20% 
 SEMESTER EXAM 10% 
 
TESTS/QUIZZES 
ü Each chapter/unit will typically consist of one or two quizzes and an end-of-chapter test. 
ü Quiz point values will vary depending on the material covered. 
ü **One quiz will be dropped per semester. 
ü Tests will be worth 100 points each.  The semester test will be comprehensive and worth 10% of your 

overall grade. 
ü **You will be allowed to make corrections on each test to earn back some points.  Corrections must 

include all work (from start to finish) for the problem(s) missed and a written explanation of error. 
ü If you are absent on a test/quiz day but were present for the review, you will be expected to make up 

the test as soon as you return to school.   
 
DAILY ASSIGNMENTS 
Assignments will typically be given every day but may not be graded every time.  To be successful in 
math, you must practice; assignments are your practice to prepare for quizzes and exams. 
ü ALL WORK MUST BE SHOWN.   If work is missing, it will not be accepted.  Assignments with answers 

only are NEVER accepted. 
ü ALL WORK MUST BE NEAT AND WRITTEN IN PENCIL.  Any work submitted in pen will not be 

accepted. 
ü Assignments are expected to be done the day after they are assigned unless otherwise indicated.  

Failing to complete daily assignments on time will result in the student attending the mandatory 
afterschool iBlock. 

ü Assignments may not always be graded, but if they are, these are the ways daily assignments may be 
checked.  
• COMPLETION CHECKS: An assignment may be randomly checked for completion on its due date.  

Each assignment is worth 5 points if completed, 3 points if over half-complete, or 0 points 
otherwise.  Late homework will not be accepted when checked for completion but an iBlock 
would still be assigned. 

• CORRECTED ASSIGNMENTS: An assignment may be checked for correctness and collected.  
Students will know in advance when an assignment will be corrected.  Work that is not turned in 
at the time I collect it will be considered late.  Late assignments will be downgraded 10% for each 
day they are late; after two days, the assignment will not be accepted and a 0 will be given. 

• CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING: Periodically, an unannounced “Check for Understanding” may be 
given over the daily assignment.  These checks typically take no more than10 minutes and consist 
of 2 to 5 problems taken directly from the homework.  They are graded for correctness, with a 
minimum grade of 50%. 

 



 
CHEATING 
Take pride in your work.  Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated.  All homework and tests must 
have all work shown.  The consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are outlined in the 
handbook, Section 4.2. 
I encourage COLLABORATION in my classroom.  Please be aware of the difference between 
collaboration and cheating.  Collaboration requires communication from all people involved…questions 
being asked, explanations being given, each person being accountable for their own understanding and 
work written.  If there’s no communication, you are probably cheating and not collaborating. 
 
iPAD RESPONSIBILITIES  
As per Marian policy, students will be expected to… 
ü Maintain an academic environment at all times.  No games, no messaging, shopping, etc. 
ü Keep the iPad on the desk, with the cover closed, at the start of every class.  They will not open the 

iPad unless instructed by the teacher. 
ü Ensure their iPad is fully charged at the start of the school day. 
ü Sync their iPad regularly. 
ü Keep the operating system and apps up to date. 
ü Have the volume of their iPad muted unless otherwise requested by the teacher and use earphones 

when listening to personalized audio. 
ü Turn off notifications for non-school apps 
ü No iPads or other electronics out during tests or quizzes.. 
ü Have non-school apps closed during class. 
ü “sleep” the iPad when the teacher is addressing the class or group; this means the teacher knows that 

he or she has your attention. 
ü Not share their passwords or passcode with another person. 
ü Not use another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission. 
ü Always seek permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, including your 

teachers; any changes made after the initial recording should also be approved by the people involved. 
ü Follow all teacher directions regarding iPad use and digital citizenship. 
ü Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points 
 


