
 

 

SYLLABUS FOR INTERNATIONAL ISSUES 
2018-2019, Fall Semester 

 
Course Name:     International Issues 
Course Number:      384.2 
Instructor:     Mrs. Salzman 
Room Number:     305 
Phone Number:     (402) 571-2618 ext. 6235 
Email:      ksalzman@omahamarian.org 
Available for Student Assistance:  Blocks B and E  
      7:15-7:45 a.m.; 3:00 – 3:30 p.m. 
Homework and Other Assignments:  Posted on eBackpack 

 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Understanding current international issues is an important part of a person’s ability to actively engage in civic 
society.  Knowledge of the complexities of world affairs enable young people to prepare for their role as citizens 
of both their country and the world.  It helps them to know and care about contemporary issues occurring 
throughout the world and to think, speak and write about these issues intelligently and confidently. 
 
In this course, students will be required to examine the historical background of contemporary issues, evaluate 
present-day complexities, and analyze potential outcomes of the issues.  They will learn that most significant 
questions in historical and current affairs have conflicting answers.  The Who? What? When? and Where? are 
usually not subject to interpretation but the Why? How? and So What? are usually open to interpretation.  This 
is part of what makes the study of international affairs so interesting. 
 
The units of study this semester will include  

(1) Current issues in world news 
(2) The U.S. Role in the World,  
(3) Human Rights,  
(4) Immigration and refugees,  
(5) The Middle East, 
(6) If there is time, students will vote on a sixth topic to learn.   

Throughout the semester, students will continuously study and discuss current topics in today’s news.   
 
This course is a discussion-based class. A variety of primary and secondary sources (texts, photos, film, etc.) 
will be used to learn the most pressing issues concerning the selected countries, regions or thematic topics.  
Students will be expected to keep up with the news, readings, projects and other assignments and come 
prepared to actively discuss in class. Active participation in class discussions is important. 
 
 
 



 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
The student who successfully completes International Issues will be able to: 

1. Accurately use vocabulary and concepts relating to historical and current world issues. 
2. Explain the historical background of contemporary issues. 
3. Analyze differing viewpoints in the world community and the policy options of the United States. 
4. Articulate their own conclusions of the significance of the current issues in the international arena. 
5. Use evidence to support claims made in class discussion. 
6. Explain specific issues affecting certain geographical regions of the world. 
7. Analyze current world news in relation to topics discussed in class. 
8. Read, synthesize and analyze primary and secondary source texts. 

 
REQUIRED SUPPLIES  

● Choices curriculum units (provided by instructor in PDF format) 
● Course 3-ring binder with filler paper and pocket dividers to store handouts. 

 
GRADES 
Grades for the semester will be based upon ‘total points’ in the following categories: 

• Tests and quizzes 
• World News Updates 
• Individual and group projects 
• Class participation 

The grading scale outlined in the Marian Student/Parent Handbook will be used. 
 

PARTICIPATION  
Participation points will be earned by actively participating in this course.  Responding to questions asked in 
class and fully participating in class discussions and group activities will earn points toward this grade. 
 
HOMEWORK AND AFTER-SCHOOL STUDY HALL (I-BLOCK):  
All homework will be posted on eBackpack.  Most will consist of reading, preparing presentations and 
researching assigned topics. Students not completing their homework will need to complete it after school that 
same day in the after-school study hall named ‘i-Block’.  Attendance in i-Block is mandatory and unexcused 
absences will result in disciplinary action just like any unexcused absence from class. Missing a ride, athletic 
practice or work responsibilities are not excuses to be absent from i-Block.  Students on work study must 
attend i-Block and make up their work study afterwards.  Student completing their homework before i-Block 
still must attend and should complete other school work during that time. Homework completed in i-Block will be 
accepted the following school day with a 20% reduction.  Any work still incomplete one day after the assignment 
due date will result in a zero. 
 
ABSENCE AND MAKE-UP WORK POLICY 
The absence policy in the Parent/Student handbook will be used in this classroom. The policy is listed in 
Section 6.3 of the handbook. 
 



 

 

• Homework and Daily Assignments:  If absent, it is your responsibility to look up missed assignments on 
eBackpack and complete them within two class periods from the day you return to class. All missed 
assignments must be submitted with a Missing Assignment Slip. Failure to follow this procedure will result in a 
zero for that assignment.   

• Quizzes and Tests: If you miss a quiz or test, you will need to submit a Missing Assignment Slip within two 
days of returning to school indicating the time you will come in to take it.   Failure to do this may result in a 
zero for a daily quiz and/or a reduction in test grade.  In the event of a planned absence, a Missing 
Assignment Slip should be completed and the scheduled quizzes and tests must be taken before you leave. 

• Projects:  If absent on a project’s due date, efforts should still be made to submit it on time (most projects 
will be submitted electronically).  If not possible due to illness or similar unplanned circumstances, you will 
need to discuss available options with Mrs. Salzman upon your return.  

** In the event of extended illness or longer medical absence, additional time for make-up work can be arranged 
with Mrs. Salzman. 
 
TARDY POLICY 
You should be on time to class.  An unexcused tardy will result in one point.  If you need to use the restroom, 
please come to class first, leave your materials at your desk and go quickly. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Academic integrity is the expectation in this class. The consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy 
are outline in the student handbook, Section 4.2. Cheating during a quiz or exam will result in an automatic zero 
and six disciplinary points. Plagiarism (copying someone else’s work that is not your own) is a serious offence. 
Any work that is not the student’s own or is not in their own words will result in 6 points and a zero.   
  
COMMUNICATION POLICY 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students who have a 
question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher. If they are unable to reach a 
consensus, the student should then involve her guidance counselor, who will assist in her self-advocacy. If an 
issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and student will meet. If consensus is not achieved once the 
aforementioned communication steps have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the Principal. 
 
IPAD RESPONSIBILITIES 

Students will… 

• Maintain an academic environment at all times.  No games, no messaging, shopping, etc. 
• Keep the iPad on the desk, with the cover closed, at the start of every class.  They will not open the iPad 

unless instructed by the teacher. 
• Ensure their iPad is fully charged at the start of the school day. 
• Sync their iPad regularly. 
• Keep the operating system and apps up to date. 
• Have the volume of their iPad muted unless otherwise requested by the teacher and use earphones 

when listening to personalized audio. 
• Turn off notifications for non-school apps 



 

 

• Not have iPads, Smart watches or fitness trackers out during tests or quizzes.  Failure to remove those 
items will result in disciplinary action. 

• Have non-school apps closed during class. 
• “Sleep” the iPad when the teacher is addressing the class or group; this means the teacher knows that 

he or she has your attention. 
• Not share their passwords or passcode with another person. 
• Not use another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission. 
• Always seek permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, including your 

teachers; any changes made after the initial recording should also be approved by the people involved. 
• Follow all teacher directions regarding iPad use and digital citizenship. 
• Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points. 
• NOT download a VPN to their iPad 

 
 
 

********************************* 
 
For parent to sign: 
 
_____ I have read and understand the course syllabus for International Issues. 
 
Parent signature______________________________________     Date_______________ 
 
For student to sign: 
 
_____ I have read and understand the course syllabus for International Issues. 
 

Student name (PRINTED)________________________________________________________ 
 
Student signature ____________________________________    Date ____________________ 
 
 


