
Statistics 
Be Convincing. 

 
• Course Information 

Instructor:  Mrs. Jaime Piernicky 
 
Contact information: jpiernicky@omahamarian.org 
        402/571-2618 x6238 
         
Availability for help: Blocks B and F or before/after school by appointment 
    
Course Number: 251, Blocks C & D 
 
Textbook: Statistics and Probability with Applications (3rd edition) by Starnes & Tabor 
 
Other materials: Binder and notebook paper, pencils, graph paper, colored pencils, pens or markers, 
graphing calculator (TI-84), iPad 
 
Homework and assignments will be posted on eBackpack and on the board in Room 117 
 

• Course Content 
Statistics focuses on the gathering, analysis, organization, and interpretation of data.  Topics 
covered include sampling, surveying, correlation, causation, qualitative and quantitative data, basic 
probability, random variables, distributions, measures of central tendency, confidence intervals, 
standard deviations, and significant variation.  This class may seem very different from other math 
classes you have taken. 
 
Course Requirements 

• Homework – Expect homework to be assigned daily.  I will assess your homework in a variety of 
ways.  Sometimes, you will show me your assignments as you walk into class and they will be 
graded for completion. This means that each problem must be attempted and an appropriate 
amount of work must be shown.  Sometimes I will give you a homework quiz.  This will be graded 
for accuracy, but you will be allowed to use your notes.  Reading assignments may be assessed 
with a reading quiz.  Other times, I will give you an assignment that I will collect and grade for 
accuracy. Homework assignments must be done in pencil.  Incomplete assignments will receive 
partial points.  Late assignments will receive no points.  If a student does not complete her 
homework, then after school study hall (iBlock) is required, as outlined in the student handbook: 

 
All students are expected to turn in their homework on the day and time it is due.  Any 
student who does not turn in a homework assignment on time will be assigned an after-
school study hall, by the teacher, on that same day to make up the assignment. 
 

• Study hall will meet every day, Monday through Friday, for 35 minutes after 
school. If the student is assigned, attendance is mandatory. Unexcused 
absences will result in disciplinary action as does any unexcused absence from 
class.  

• Teachers will use their discretion in cases where there is a legitimate reason for 
missing a homework assignment. 



• Missing a ride, athletic practice, or work responsibilities are not excuses to be 
absent from an after school study hall. The student should consider this ahead 
of time and face the consequences. 

• A student on work study must attend the study hall and make up their work study 
after the study hall period.  

• A student must do school work and remain for the full period. If the student has 
finished the missing assignment, during an earlier study hall, she must work on 
something else. 

• A report with excessive after school study hall time will be sent to parents 
following each quarter. 

 
 

Quizzes and Tests – We will have announced quizzes and tests approximately once or twice a 
chapter.  Point values will vary.  At the end of each chapter, there will be a 100-point assessment.   
 
Test Corrections – Students may correct tests to receive partial points back.  To receive full 
credit, they must follow the specified format, which I will go over in detail following our first test.  
Corrections will be due at the beginning of class and will not be accepted late.  There are no 
corrections on quizzes or the final exam. 
 
Projects – Projects allow for in-depth study and encourage creative thinking.  Statistics provides 
ample opportunity for real-life application and problem solving, so there will be several projects 
throughout the year.  For grading purposes, these may be classified as tests or quizzes, depending 
on the scope and depth of the project. 
 
Final Assessment – There will be a comprehensive final exam at the end of each semester. 
 
Notebook – Organization is vital.  Improving and fine-tuning your skills in this area is an excellent 
goal to pursue.  Keeping a notebook for this class is highly recommended, but not required.  Expect 
to take copious notes and work through many examples in class.  A well-organized notebook will be 
extremely helpful in preparing for exams. 

 
• Basis for Grading: 

This course will be graded on total points.  The semester final will count as a double test grade.  
 
Late policy – Daily work and test corrections will not be accepted late.  We often spend the first 
part of class going over homework from the previous night.  It is important that you attempt this 
homework on your own and follow along with the class to clarify any questions you may have.  You 
will be given ample time to complete test corrections and seek my help outside of class.  Projects 
can be turned in one day late.  Late projects will receive a maximum score of 70%. 
 
Make-Up Policy – We will follow the school policy for late work.  If you are absent the day of a 
test or quiz, you must make up that test within 2 days of your return.  You must arrange the time 
and location of the make-up with me via email.  Available make up times are during your study hall 
or in my classroom before or after school.  The score will be a zero in the gradebook until the 
test/quiz is completed.  If you are absent the day before a test or quiz, you will be given 1 day to 
make up the test/quiz.  You must arrange a time with me to do so.  You may not take the test 
with the tutor.  If you miss class for a school-related activity, it is your responsibility to turn in 
any work due that day or make arrangements for tests/quizzes BEFORE your absence.  The Marian 
absence policy is listed in section 6.3 of the student handbook. 



 
Tardiness – Being prepared and ready to begin class on time is extremely important.  Tardiness is a 
disruption that impacts the learning of the entire class.  Any student who is late to class without 
a pass will receive a point each time she is tardy. 
 
Academic Integrity – Academic dishonesty is a serious offense.  Cheating (this includes plagiarism, 
providing answers or information about a test or quiz, discussing a test or quiz outside of class, 
submitting work without proper documentation, submitting work that is not your own) in any form 
is not acceptable and will not be tolerated.  This also includes wearing and Apple or smart watch 
during an exam.  The consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy are outlined in the 
handbook, section 4.2.  Please review this section with your daughter. 

 
Extra Help – I am available in room 117 most days before and after school for make-up work and 
extra help.  Please stop by!  There is a math tutor available for math help during every block in 
the Student Services area.  Any student can check out of study hall and seek help from the tutor 
any day.   

 
• Communications Policy: 

Our class will follow the communications policy outlined in the student handbook: 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, 
students who have a question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to 
the teacher.  If they are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve 
her guidance counselor, who will assist in her self-advocacy.  If an issue remains 
unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and student will meet.   If consensus is not 
achieved once the aforementioned communication steps have been taken, the 
parent(s) should contact the Principal 

 
• iPad Expectations: 

Students will… 

• Maintain an academic environment at all times.  No games, no messaging, 
shopping, etc. 

• Keep the iPad on the desk, with the cover closed, at the start of every class.  
They will not open the iPad unless instructed by the teacher. 

• Ensure their iPad is fully charged at the start of the school day. 
• Sync their iPad regularly. 
• Keep the operating system and apps up to date. 
• Have the volume of their iPad muted unless otherwise requested by the 

teacher and use earphones when listening to personalized audio. 
• Turn off notifications for non-school apps 
• No iPads or other electronics out during tests or quizzes. 
• Have non-school apps closed during class. 
• “sleep” the iPad when the teacher is addressing the class or group; this means 

the teacher knows that he or she has your attention. 
• Not share their passwords or passcode with another person. 
• Not use another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission. 
• Always seek permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of 

someone, including your teachers; any changes made after the initial recording 
should also be approved by the people involved. 

• Follow all teacher directions regarding iPad use and digital citizenship. 



• Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points 
• Students will not download a VPN on their iPad. 

 
 
  

• Behavior Expectations: 
Presence and best effort.  It is important to come to class on time, ready to pay attention and try 
each day.  Be prepared, eager to learn, and willing to ask questions.  Remember that mistakes are 
a natural part of the learning process and should be expected.  Be patient and allow yourself to 
struggle and persevere.  Sometimes we all get stuck.  Work hard in class where I can help you 
most easily.  I am here to help you be successful. 
 
 

Statistics Syllabus 
 
Student Name (Printed): _______________________________ 
 
Parent Name (Printed): _______________________________ 
 
I have read the syllabus and understand the purpose of, grading policy, and expectations for this course.  
I understand that being absent may affect my overall grade. 
 
Student Signature:  ________________________________ 
 
Parent Signature: __________________________________ 
 
Date:  __________________________________________ 

 
Please sign and return to Mrs. Piernicky by Tuesday, August 21, 2018.	
	


