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Sociology Mrs. Amy McLeay Email: amcleay@omahamarian.org 

Course Number: 331 Phone: 402-571-2618 ext:6287 

Office Hours: Before school 7:30-7:50 

Semester 1: Block C 

Semester 2:  Block D 

Textbook:  Sociology A Down-To-Earth Approach by Henslin 
 
Other Materials:  There are readings and films that accompany this class.  They relate to the 
particular concepts and materials under discussion.   
 
Teaching Methodology: Lecture 

Class discussions 
Cooperative learning groups 
Individual worksheets and projects 

Course Objectives: 
The students will be able to: 

1. recognize the focus and processes of sociology. 
2. comprehend the conflicting forces that lead to conformity and deviance 
    in human behavior. 
3. understand and appreciate the need for application of scientific principles 
    in the study of sociology. 
4. Evaluate and apply the three major paradigms of sociological study:  

   structural functional, conflict, and symbolic interaction. 
5. define the nature and scope of the science of sociology. 
6. distinguish between learned and inherited behavior. 
7. analyze the sociological approach to studying human behavior. 
8. explain how differences can exist among cultures and subcultures 
    within a society. 
9. analyze the important role of communication in the transmission of culture 
    and identify the role that signs and symbols play in that transmission. 
10. explain the relationships among key structural elements of cultural patterns: 
      norms, values, mores, and folkways. 
11. analyze prescriptive and proscriptive mores and the ways they are  
      expressed in cultural patterns. 
12. compare and contrast the needs for conformity and individualism in  
      a society. 
13. examine possible causes of deviance in a society. 
14. appreciate the relative nature of deviance. 
15. identify key characteristics of a controlled environment. 
16. differentiate between achieved and ascribed statuses and give examples 
      of them in their own life. 
17. analyze individual behavior in terms of roles, reciprocal roles and role 
      conflict. 
18. distinguish between primary and secondary groups and determine the  

            effects those groups will have on the individual. 
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19. describe key characteristics and functions of formal organizations, 
       the prevalent secondary groups in contemporary society. 
20. analyze the history and functions of the family as a social institution. 
21. trace changes and differences in courtship and marriage patterns in society. 
22. analyze the impact that divorce has upon the family as a social institution. 
23. evaluate the reasons for child abuse in a culture and appreciate the impact 
      it has on the individual’s life. 
24. explain the influence that the “community of religion” has on the individual 
      and the entire society. 
25. trace historical and contemporary religious patterns in the United States. 
26. determine the role of cults in society and assess the impact they have on 
      the individual. 
27. trace historical and contemporary educational patterns in  the United States. 
28. list and analyze the functions of educational systems. 
29. evaluate the problems of modern society and the reasons for these  
      problems. 
30. explain socialization and identify the key agents of socialization. 
31. identify key secondary groups and the influence they have on socialization. 
32. compare the theories of Piaget, Erikson, Mead and Cooley. 
33. define the nature of adolescence. 
34. explain key characteristics of adolescence. 
35. analyze our socialization to sex roles. 
36. analyze the challenges of adulthood. 

 
Classroom expectations:  All students are required to participate in classroom discussions, 
complete daily work on time, and come to class prepared with all assignments completed prior to 
entering the classroom.  Respect for classmates and their ideas will be essential to the learning 
environment. 
 
Grading: All papers, tests, individual worksheets and quizzes carry a different weight in the 
determination of the final grade. Tests and quizzes will count towards 60% of the final grade, 
projects and daily work will combine for the remaining 40%. No late work will be accepted. 
Failure to submit work: iBlock 

Students will be assigned to iBlock in the event they do not turn in their homework/project.                
Students will attend the 35 minute iBlock the same day they homework is not submitted 

Academic Integrity:  All classwork must represent the ideas and understanding of YOUR 
thoughts and knowledge.  Failure to maintain academic honesty will result in a zero for the 
assignment and disciplinary action at my discretion and the Dean of Discipline. 
 
Attendance: It is very important for you to attend every class period.  Class discussions and 
in-class activities can not be made up and are a vital part of this course.  When a student’s 
absences reach more than 10 (ten) in a semester their overall grade will be lowered by three 
percent (3%).  Missing half of any class will be considered an absence.  In the event an absence is 
unavoidable, students will have one day for every day absent to complete make-up work. Any 
work not completed within that time frame will not be accepted.  Students present when an exam 
is announced but absent during an exam will be given the essay exam on the day they return to 
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class.  If a student is absent the day before an exam, but was in class when the exam was 
announced, they will take the exam as scheduled.   
 
Testing: There will be chapter quizzes, pop quizzes and Unit exams during the semester.  The 
formats may include multiple choice, true/false, matching and/or short answer.  There will be a 
cumulative final at the end of the semester.   
 
Technology: Students will research and present a variety of sociological components individually 
and as a group. 
They also will use the school databases and evaluate websites to determine valid sources of 
information.   
 
Projects:  
1. The students will need to achieve several different projects. 
2. At times they will work individually, and at other times they will work in pairs or small groups. 
3. They will use a variety of databases and internet sites to create a digital presentation  
4. There is one major project that will require the students to utilize the skills from ninth grade 

and tenth grade.  This project will require them to validate their research sites from the 
Internet.  

 
Scope and Sequence: The timeline and content may be changed at the teacher’s discretion. 
Chapter 1: The Sociological Perspective 
Chapter 2: Culture 
Chapter 3: Socialization 
Chapter 5:  Research 
Chapter 6: Societies in Social Networks 
Chapter 8:  Deviance & Social Control 
Chapter 12: Race & Ethnicity 
Chapter 16: Marriage & Family 
 
iPad Policy: 

Misuse of the ipad will be handled as stated in the Student/Parent Handbook. 

Communication: 

Per the Student Handbook: “In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, 
thinking leaders, students who have a question or concern about their class or grade should first 
talk to the teacher. If they are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve her 
guidance counselor, who will assist in her self- advocacy. If the issue remains unresolved, the 
teacher, parent(s) and student will meet. If the consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned 
communication steps have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the principal.” 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

Student Signature Date 
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_______________________________________________ 

Parent Signature Date 

 


