
THEOLOGY II 2018-2019
Instructor:   Mr. Mark Koesters
Course: Theology II   Course Number: 003   Blocks D, E, F, G
Room: 109
Phone: 402-571-2618  Ext. 6214   Email address: koesters@omahamarian.org
Blocks available for assistance: A & H 
Other times available for assistance: 7:15-7:50 AM & 3:00-3:30 PM or by appointment
Location of homework: on eBackpack and in the classroom
Written materials used: Handouts, Bible, Catechism of the Catholic Church, Jesus and the Church: One, 
Holy, Catholic, Apostolic 

Course Description from Curriculum Handbook:  The first semester is entitled "The Mission of Jesus 
Christ (the Paschal Mystery)."  The purpose of this course is to help students understand all that God has 
done for us through his Son, Jesus Christ.  Through this course of study, students will learn that for all 
eternity, God has planned for us to share eternal happiness with him, which is accomplished through the 
redemption Christ won for us.  They will also be introduced to what it means to be a disciple of Christ and 
what life as a disciple entails.

The second semester is entitled "Jesus Christ's Mission Continues in the Church."  The purpose of this 
course is to help the students understand that in and through the Church they encounter the living Jesus 
Christ.  They will be introduced to the fact that the Church was founded by Christ through the Apostles 
and is sustained by him through the Holy Spirit.  The students will come to know that the Church is the 
living Body of Christ today.  This Body has both divine and human elements.  In this course, students will 
learn not so much about events in the life of the Church but about the sacred nature of the Church.

Topics:  This course follows the topics listed in the United States Catholic Bishops’ Doctrinal Elements of 
a Curriculum Framework.  Topics covered during the first semester include the importance of religion, 
the existence and nature of God, creation, major doctrines of the Catholic Church including the 
Incarnation, Jesus life as told in Mark's Gospel, the Paschal Mystery, conversion, and how to follow 
Jesus.  Handwriting Mark’s Gospel is part of the work of the first semester.
 
Second semester study includes high points of Church History, models of the Church, Scriptural images 
of the Church,  the marks of the Church as One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic, Church structure and the 
role of the Church in the world.  Sexuality education is covered at the beginning of the second semester.  

Grading:  About half of the grade for each semester is based on written work and the other half on tests.  
Grading is based on points and the final grade is based on the percentage of points earned from the total 
number possible.  A student's contribution or lack of to the learning environment may affect her grade.

Homework:  Most homework for this course will include writing reflections on material presented, 
writing Mark’s Gospel, and testing.  Late homework will be accepted depending on the teacher’s 
discretion and the circumstances.  Homework is due at the beginning of class.  If a student does not have 
her homework turned in when due, she will go to iBlock on that day or the day that its absence is noticed.

Prayer:  All students will lead prayers in class using the established format.  

Tardiness to class:  Every effort must be made to arrive in class on time.  If tardies are a regular 
occurrence for a particular student,  I will meet with that student and develop a plan to remedy the 
situation
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Absence Policy: The absence policy as listed in Section 6.3 in the Student/Parent handbook will be 
followed in this class.

Cheating: The cheating policy and consequences as listed in Section 4.2 in the Student/Parent handbook 
will be followed in this class.

Communications policy: In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking 
leaders, students who have a question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher.  
If they are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve her guidance counselor, who will 
assist in her self-advocacy.  If an issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and student will meet.   
If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps have been taken, the parent(s) 
should contact the Principal.

After School Homework Study Hall (Section 3.6 in the Student/Parent Handbook)
All students are expected to turn in their homework on the day and time it is due.  Any student who does 
not turn in a homework assignment on time will be assigned an after-school study hall, by the teacher, on 
that same day to make up the assignment.

* Study hall will meet every day, Monday through Friday, for 35 minutes after school. If the student 
is assigned, attendance is mandatory. Unexcused absences will result in disciplinary action as 
does any unexcused absence from class. 

* Teachers  will  use  their  discretion  in  cases  where  there  is  a  legitimate  reason  for  missing  a 
homework assignment.

* Missing a ride, athletic practice, or work responsibilities are not excuses to be absent from an 
after school study hall. The student should consider this ahead of time and face the consequences.

* A student on work study must attend the study hall and make up their work study after the study 
hall period. 

* A student must do school work and remain for the full period. If the student has finished the 
missing assignment, during an earlier study hall, she must work on something else.

iPad Responsibilities:  Students will . . . 

      * Maintain an academic environment at all times.  No games, no messaging, shopping, etc.
* Keep the iPad on the desk, with the cover closed, at the start of every class.  They will not open 

the iPad unless instructed by the teacher.
* Ensure their iPad is fully charged at the start of the school day.
* Sync their iPad regularly.
* Keep the operating system and apps up to date.
* Have the volume of their iPad muted unless otherwise requested by the teacher and use earphones 

when listening to personalized audio.
* Turn off notifications for non-school apps.
* Have no iPads or other electronics out during tests or quizzes..
* Have non-school apps closed during class.
* “Sleep” the iPad when the teacher is addressing the class or group; this means the teacher knows 

that he or she has your attention.
* Not share their passwords or passcode with another person.
* Not use another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission.
* Always seek permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, including 

your teachers; any changes made after the initial recording should also be approved by the people 
involved.



* Follow all teacher directions regarding iPad use and digital citizenship.
* Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points.
* Not download a VPN to their iPad.



Theology II:  Mr. Koesters
Course Outline 2017-2018 (Short version)

I. Beginning Topics
    1. Introduction, Rules, Prayer Instructions, Importance of Religion
    2. Mark’s Gospel – writing instructions
    3. Servants of Mary Unit

II. First Semester: The Mission of Jesus Christ/Paschal Mystery
    Step 1: God’s existence
    Step 2: God nature as relational: Catechism (God as Father, etc.), Genesis (Adam), Trinity
    Step 3: God incarnate
    Step 4: God on earth: Jesus’ life and message mainly from Mark’s Gospel,  The Paschal Mystery

III. Second Semester: Jesus Christ’s Mission Continues in the Church
     Step 5: Establishment of the Church

A. Beginning of the Church
- Ascension
- Pentecost
- Message of early Church 
- Message spreads 

B. Why follow Jesus?
- During his life
- Early Church
- Today

C. What is salvation and how is the Church the means of?
- After death
- Before death – “Thy Kingdom come on earth . . . “

     Step 6: How to follow Jesus, what to actually do
- Moral Life and Prayer, Sexuality Topics, Conversation Skills

     Step 7: Unique Catholic Topics
- Doctrines not covered elsewhere
- Church History: some high points
- Models of the Church: Avery Dulles’ Six Models, Scriptural Images
- Marks of the Church: One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic
- Church in the World/Structure
- Social Justice


