
HONORS LATIN IV 2018-2019
Instructor:   Mr. Mark Koesters
Course: Honors Latin IV
Course Number: 510      Room: 109     Block C
Phone: 402-571-2618 Ext. 6214   Email address: koesters@omahamarian.org
Blocks available for assistance: A & H both semesters
Other times available for assistance: 7:15-7:50 AM, 3:00-3:30 PM or by appointment
Location of Homework:  posted on e-backpack and given in class
Textbook:  Latin for Americans, Book II, 2003 Edition,  The Aeneid (available in class), Handouts

Course Description:  Honors Latin IV will focus on reading Latin and reviewing grammar as it occurs in 
the readings.  Readings for 2018-2019 include Jason and the Argonauts followed by reading portions of 
Latin authors including but not limited to Catullus, Cicero, Julius Caesar, Virgil, Horace and Pliny.  
Roman History is covered as it applies to the readings.

Grading: Most of the semester grade (about 80%) is based on testing.  The remainder is based on 
homework.  Retaking tests is not allowed except in exceptional circumstances.  Grading is based on 
points and the final grade is based on the percentage of points earned from the total number possible.  A 
student's contribution or lack of to the learning environment may affect her grade.

Homework: Most homework involves translating sentences or passages from Latin into English as well 
as memorizing vocabulary and grammar.  Finding and using translations already done online is 
considered copying.  Homework is due at the beginning of class.  This applies as well to homework that 
will be counted as a completion grade.  Late homework will be accepted depending on the teacher’s 
discretion and the circumstances.  If a student does not have her homework turned in when due, she will 
go to iBlock on that day or the day that its absence is noticed.

Extra Credit:  The goal of Latin extra credit is to find Latin used and applied outside of Latin class.  One 
point will be given for each instance of finding Latin used outside of class such as vocabulary in another 
course, a Jeopardy question, Latin found on buildings or used in writing, etc.  Each one will be judged on 
it own merit including effort.  Greek words do not count for extra credit.  Merely looking up words on-
line and providing a translation or something similarly easy does not count for extra credit. Provide for 
each of these a written explanation of what you discovered, when you discovered it, a translation and a 
photo if it fits the context as well as your name, level and date turned in.  These must be completed two 
weeks prior to the end of each quarter.  Points will be added quarterly.  There is a  limit of 10 per 
semester.  These will be added only if all other work is completed.

Tutoring:  I am available to assist you in learning Latin at the times listed above.  

Prayer:  All students will lead prayers in class in Latin.  Latin IV students are expected to know 
the Ave Maria and the Pater Noster.

National Junior Classical League Honor Society:  The National Junior Classical League Honor Society 
is the high school honor society of the American Classical League, which recognizes outstanding 
achievement in the study of Latin.  Membership is open to students in Honors Latin III and IV.   Criteria 
include maintaining an A average up to the end of the third quarter for the year in which a student is being 
inducted, active involvement in Marian’s Latin Club, and good citizenship displayed in and outside of 
Latin class.  Induction takes place in April.
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Tardiness to class:  Every effort must be made to arrive in class on time.  If tardies are a regular 
occurrence for a particular student,  I will meet with that student and develop a plan to remedy the 
situation.

Absence Policy: The absence policy as listed in Section 6.3 in the Student/Parent handbook will be 
followed in this class.

Cheating: The cheating policy and consequences as listed in Section 4.2 in the Student/Parent handbook 
will be followed in this class.

Communications policy: In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking 
leaders, students who have a question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher.  
If they are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve her guidance counselor, who will 
assist in her self-advocacy.  If an issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and student will meet.   
If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps have been taken, the parent(s) 
should contact the Principal.

After School Homework Study Hall (Section 3.6 in the Student/Parent Handbook)
All students are expected to turn in their homework on the day and time it is due.  Any student who does 
not turn in a homework assignment on time will be assigned an after-school study hall, by the teacher, on 
that same day to make up the assignment.

* Study hall will meet every day, Monday through Friday, for 35 minutes after school. If the student 
is assigned, attendance is mandatory. Unexcused absences will result in disciplinary action as 
does any unexcused absence from class. 

* Teachers  will  use  their  discretion  in  cases  where  there  is  a  legitimate  reason  for  missing  a 
homework assignment.

* Missing a ride, athletic practice, or work responsibilities are not excuses to be absent from an 
after school study hall. The student should consider this ahead of time and face the consequences.

* A student on work study must attend the study hall and make up their work study after the study 
hall period. 

* A student must do school work and remain for the full period. If the student has finished the 
missing assignment, during an earlier study hall, she must work on something else.

iPad Responsibilities:  Students will . . . 

      * Maintain an academic environment at all times.  No games, no messaging, shopping, etc.
* Keep the iPad on the desk, with the cover closed, at the start of every class.  They will not open 

the iPad unless instructed by the teacher.
* Ensure their iPad is fully charged at the start of the school day.
* Sync their iPad regularly.
* Keep the operating system and apps up to date.
* Have the volume of their iPad muted unless otherwise requested by the teacher and use earphones 

when listening to personalized audio.
* Turn off notifications for non-school apps.
* Have no iPads or other electronics out during tests or quizzes..
* Have non-school apps closed during class.
* “Sleep” the iPad when the teacher is addressing the class or group; this means the teacher knows 

that he or she has your attention.
* Not share their passwords or passcode with another person.



* Not use another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission.
* Always seek permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, including 

your teachers; any changes made after the initial recording should also be approved by the people 
involved.

* Follow all teacher directions regarding iPad use and digital citizenship.
* Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points.
* Not download a VPN to their iPad.


