
SYLLABUS SOCIOLOGY II BASIC INFORMATION ON 
COURSE 

A. Teacher’s Name: Thomas A. Baker Jr. B. Course: Sociology II C. Course Number: 371 
Sections: 01, 02, 03, 04, 05 D. Phone: 402-571-2618 EX. 6201 E. Email: 
tobaker@omahamarian.org F. Available: Before school on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday 7:00-7:30 G. Textbook: Social Problems by James M. Henslin Publisher: Allyn & Bacon 
H. Materials: There are a variety of readings and films that cover the topics under discussion. 
Most of the films are documentaries or taken from the AE channel. I. Homework on eBackpack. 
All students may receive a google document as well. 

COMMUNICATION POLICY: 

A. "In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students 
who have a question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher. If they 
are unable to reach a consensus, the student should then involve her guidance counselor, who 
will assist in her self-advocacy. If an issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and student 
will meet. If consensus is not achieved once the aforementioned communication steps have been 
taken, the parent(s) should contact the principal." B. Please read and note the classroom 
expectations handout. 

ABSENCE AND HOMEWORK POLICY: 

A. “The absence policy in the Parent/Student handbook will be used in this classroom. The 
policy is listed in Section 6.3 of the handbook.” B. All assignments are due on the assigned day 
at the beginning of the class. All assignments received after that are late. 

GRADING POLICY: 

A. The students will accomplish a variety of tasks to obtain a final grade. These tasks 

will include traditional tests, writings over controversial social problems, presentations, book 
creations and debates. B. All papers, tests, individual worksheets and quizzes carry a different 
weight in the determination of the final grade. Tests always count two to four times and quizzes 
count once. Any student who misses a test or quiz is expected to take the essay make- up the day 
after returning to school. All values for other assignments are announced when each is assigned. 
All assignments are due at the start of the class. 



C. . There is a penalty for all late assignments. 

*Any part of one day late 10 percent *Two days late 20 percent *Three days late 30 percent 
*Four days late 40 percent *Five days late and beyond 50 percent D. Academic honesty: Please 
note the policy of the school and the classroom procedures handout. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: The students will be able to: 

1. Understand how sociology can provide a framework to comprehend and consider 

solutions to the many American social problems. 2. Evaluate the meaning of the sociological 
imagination and social location. Determine 

the importance of each term and evaluating social problems. 3. Apply the principles of social 
location and sociological imagination. 4. State and compare the three definitions of sociology. 5. 
Explain how social movements influence the public’s thinking about social problems. 6. Outline 
and compare the different sociological perspectives on social problems. 7. Interpret and analyze 
the many claims made about the nature of social problems. 8. Analyze how the modern industrial 
economy produces both fantastic wealth and 

extensive poverty. 9. Evaluate if the gap between the rich and the poor is widening. 10. 
Analyze how sociologists measure poverty, and determine the rate of poverty. 11. Describe the 
profound psychological and sociological consequences of being poor in 

American society. 12. State and compare the several explanations of poverty. 13. State how 
ethnic violence and exploitation alarms many people. 14. Define the concept of ethnic group, and 
outline patters of ethnic relations. 15. Summarize the experiences of ethnic minorities in the 
United States. 16. Outline the several ways sociologists have tried to explain ethnic inequalities. 
17. Analyze the issue of immigration and public policy. 18. Compare and contrast the different 
sociological perspectives explanations on ethnic 

minorities. 19. State why ill health is a condition many individuals fear. 20. Define the 
meaning of good health. 21. Explain how unhealthy life-styles, environmental hazards and 
contagious diseases 

promote illness. 22. Trace the history and structure of health care in the United States. 23. 
Understand why gender roles expectations have changed. 24. Define the concept of gender role 
and explain the origins of male and female roles. 25. Explain how gender role socialization 
occurs, and the agents of gender socialization. 26. Outline the several ways of responding to 
gender inequality. 27. Outline aspects of the social problem of sexuality. 28. Describe the 
sociological perspective on human sexuality. 29. Analyze some of the problems and issues 
regarding sexuality today. 



30. Realize that the fears of crime and violence do not correspond with the facts about the 

current crime rate. 31. Describe the nature of several different types of crime and violence, 
including 

murder, rape and syndicated crime. 32. Analyze the causes of crime and violence, including 
biological, personality, and 

sociological theories. 33. State how American society has tried to deal with crime through the 
police and 

prisons. 

IPAD/COMPUTER USE: 

1. You may use your Ipad or Computer for notes. This means note taking only. If you 

violate this, you will need to take notes with pencil and paper. 2. You will use the Ipad or 
Computer for in-class research. 3. There may be free apps that you would need to download for 
use in this class. 

FIELD TRIPS AND ACTIVITIES: 

1. As part of the study on crime and violence, the students will visit the East Omaha 

Correctional Facility. 2. They will meet with guards and inmates. 3. As part of the study on 
ethnicity, the students will meet with first graders at their 

individual schools. 4. The seniors will research a foreign country, take images of the first 
graders and 

produce an original story. 5. The first graders will attend a party at Marian to receive their 
original stories. 


