
Mrs. Joanie Sanders 
Art I Syllabus  
Marian High School, Rooms 307 and 309 
jsanders@omahamarian.org, (402) 571-2618 x.6217 

 
Available Hours:  Before school at 7am and during Block C (Plan period) 
Homework will be posted on ebackpack 
 
Course Description 
Art I is a course designed to instruct beginning art students in drawing, painting, and printmaking.  Students will 
become familiar with the Principles of Art (the tools used to create art) and the Elements of Design (how those 
tools are used) while completing a variety of assigned projects and experimenting with different media and 
processes. In addition to art production, students will be introduced to art history, art criticism, and aesthetics.  
 
Course Objectives 
In this class you will be challenged to find creative and unique solutions to problems.  It is the use of creative 
problem-solving skills that fosters higher-level thinking skills.  You will do this through: 
 Creating and exploring art by utilizing a variety of media. 
 Identifying and connecting the Elements of Art and the Principles of Design in a work of art. 
 Discovering art concepts and terms through vocabulary-building and art production. 
 Connecting your own background knowledge and experience with the action of creating a work of art.  
 Recognizing your own personal strengths and evaluating areas for improvement. 
 
Classroom Rules and Guidelines for Success 
In addition to the school-wide discipline procedures, a set of class guidelines for success and consequences has 
been established and will be maintained.  The following is a list of the class guidelines for success and 
consequences in Mrs. Sanders art room: 

1. Be prepared for class – you MUST have your sketchbook, pencil, worksheets, handouts or given 
materials in class every day. 

2. Be to class ON time. Any tardy after two will result in continual discipline points and a deduction of 1 
participation point. 

3. Listen and follow directions – PLEASE ask your table before you ask me. 
4. Respect your teacher, your peers, equipment and furnishings in the art room. Get permission to use 

other’s materials. 
5. NO FOOD or DRINKS in the classroom. Only water in a clear plastic container with a lid will be 

allowed. 
6. Be honest and accountable for your actions. (Appropriate use of iPads included.) 
7. Use your time wisely – stay on task and work towards project and assignment objectives. 
8. Work quietly – use appropriate language and have appropriate conversations. 
9. Be responsible for work area and tools – use all tools safely and properly; clean up after yourself. Others 

use your “space” during the day. 
• Push in your chair 
• Wipe down table area 
• Close cupboard doors 
• Put ALL materials away in appropriate places 
• DON’T leave materials in sink or assigned seat 

10. Have a positive attitude! 
11. Restroom – If you have to go, you may not leave during lectures, demos or the last 5 minutes of class. 

Please keep your time and uses to a minimum of 2. (2 minutes/2 times per week). Only one student may 
use the restroom at a time. Students must sign out and the Restroom Pass must be placed at assigned 
seat. Discipline points will be issued for any misuse. 



 
Grading Policy 
Each student is graded on an individual basis, and your grade will be based upon my expectations of you and 
your growth as an individual. Your projects will be graded with the following criteria in mind: 
 Requirements:  Did you follow directions, fulfill expectations? 
 Craftsmanship:  Your artwork exhibits a high degree of finish. 
 Creativity/Originality:  What did you do to make your work stand out from the others? 
              Effort/Participation:  Your time in class was spent on in-class projects. 
 
Participation:  Up to 10 points/week 
You will receive up to 10 participation points per week.  In-class participation is considered as staying on task 
in the classroom, being respectful toward your teacher and peers, cleaning up after yourself (and others, if 
necessary), and adherence to classroom rules and school policies.   
 
Sketchbook:  20 points per assignment 
You will be assigned 2-3 sketchbook assignments per month, which should be worked on outside of the 
classroom.  I will assign the subject or theme for each sketchbook assignment along with the due date.  Subjects 
will include, but are not limited to, drawing activities, creative exercises, art history and criticism, and written 
reflection.  Your grade will be based upon fulfillment of the stated objectives, and the depth of your analysis 
and reflection where applicable.  
 
Skill-Building Projects and test or quizzes:  up to 30 points per assignment 
Skill-Building projects are exercises that will teach you techniques and improve your personal skills as well as 
help you with the major projects.  These formative projects will be technique-based, meaning I will walk you 
through the technique to help you practice and build proficiency in that skill.  Your grade will be based upon 
fulfillment of stated objectives and craftsmanship.   
 
Major Projects and Tests:  100 points per assignment 
Major projects are assignments that will take up 2-3 weeks of in-class time.  These will typically be large-scale 
and may involve multiple or new or unfamiliar media.  At the start of each major project, you will be given a 
rubric which explains the objectives and point distribution for the assignment.  Your grade will be based upon 
your fulfillment of the stated criteria from the rubric.  There will be a final test given at the end of each 
semester.  This may be a written final, a final project, or a combination of both. 
 
A = Excellent, outstanding effort, exceeds expectations; “WOW!!!” 
B = Strong work, very good 
C = Fair, adequate, looks finished. 
D/F= work does not meet standards and must be resubmitted 
 
Due and Late Policy: 
Sketchbook and Skill-Building projects need to be turned in by 3:05pm on the day they are due. These must be 
turned in to Mrs. Sanders in-box on the teacher desk. Late Sketchbook and Skill-Building projects will be 
recorded as a zero in the gradebook. Any student who does not turn in a homework assignment on time will be 
assigned an iBlock after school. 

• *Study hall will meet every day Monday through Friday, for 35 minutes after school.  If the 
student is assigned, attendance is mandatory.  Unexcused absences will result in disciplinary 
action as does any unexcused absence from class. Teachers will use their discretion in cases where 
there is a legitimate reason for missing a homework assignment.  

(Continued on next page) 



 
Major projects will be subject to a one-week grace period.  This means that if you are not finished with the 
project on the day it is due, you may have one additional week to work on it before points are deducted.  
(Example:  If the Major project has a due date of Friday, November 2nd, you may turn it in up until Friday, 
November 9th without a penalty).  If you turn in your project after the one-week grace period a zero will be 
placed in the grade book until it is turned in, at which point it will be deducted an automatic five points each 
day after the grace period that it is late.  This grace period applies only to major projects. 

Cheating Consequences state: “the Consequences for violating the Academic Integrity policy 
are outlined in the handbook, Section 4.2.” The new consequences were discussed in class with 
your daughter. Please review this section of the handbook with her.” 

Absence Policy: I expect you to let me know of any planned absences, and to follow up with me after any 
unexpected absences.  The Absence policy in the Parent/Student Handbook will be used in this classroom.  The 
policy is listed in Section 6.3 of the handbook. 

Communications policy 
In keeping with the tradition of developing confident, independent, thinking leaders, students who have a 
question or concern about their class or grade should first talk to the teacher.  If they are unable to reach a 
consensus, the student should then involve her guidance counselor, who will assist in her self-advocacy.  If an 
issue remains unresolved, the teacher, parent(s) and student will meet.   If consensus is not achieved once the 
aforementioned communication steps have been taken, the parent(s) should contact the Principal. 

iPad Responsibilities Students will...  

o Maintain an academic environment at all times. No games, no messaging, shopping, etc. Keep 
the iPad on the desk, with the cover closed, at the start of every class. They will not open the 
iPad unless instructed by the teacher.  

o Ensure their iPad is fully charged at the start of the school day.  
o Sync their iPad regularly.  
o Keep the operating system and apps up to date.  
o Have the volume of their iPad muted unless otherwise requested by the teacher and use earphones 

when listening to personalized audio. Turn off notifications for non-school apps  
o Not have iPads, Smart watches or fitness trackers out during tests or quizzes. Failure to remove 

those items will result in disciplinary action.  
o Have non-school apps closed during class.  
o “Sleep” the iPad when the teacher is addressing the class or group; this means the teacher knows 

that he or she has your attention.  
o Not share their passwords or passcode with another person.  
o Not use another person’s iPad without the owner’s permission.  
o Always seek permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, including 

your teachers; any changes made after the initial recording should also be approved by the people 
involved.  

o Follow all teacher directions regarding iPad use and digital citizenship.  
o Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points  
o NOT download a VPN to their iPad.  
o Always seek permission before taking a photo, video, or audio recording of someone, including 

your teachers; any changes made after the initial recording should also be approved by the people 
involved. 

o Follow all teacher directions regarding iPad use and digital citizenship. 
o Know that all iPad infractions are a minimum of 2 points 



	
	
I am looking forward to our time in Art Class this year. I hope you find it enjoyable as well as 
gain an appreciation for the visual arts. 😊 Mrs. Sanders 
 
 
I have read and understand the syllabus for Art I 
 
Student name___________________________________________________________ 
 
Student 
signature___________________________________________________Date_______________ 
 
Student school 
email________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent phone and 
email______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent signature______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Anything I should know about you that you are willing to share. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is a $75 art fee which provides you a set of personal supplies, as well as materials for in-
class activities. This is due by the end of the second week and may be paid online. 


